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SPEECH OF Mz. A. WAKEMAN,
OF NEW YORK,
ON THER TARIFF QUESTION.

House or Rerresexrarrves, FEsrvary 16, 1857.

The House being in Committer of the Whole on the
state of the Union, and having under consideration the
bill to reduce the duty on imports, and for other pur-
poses—

Mr. WAKEMAN gaid: Mr. Chairman, it is impossible
for me in the short space of time allowed me to enter at
any extent into the investigation of this subject. I feel
80 impressed with its importance, with the difficulties
that surround it, with the diversity of interests involved
in it, that [ enter on its discussion with a deep senze of
my inability to do it justice. No individual acquainted

“with the history of the country, with its vast and diver-
sified resofirces, and with the fact that our manufactur-
ing interests exceed $1.400,000,000, our agricultural in-
terests over £1,200,000,000, and our commereial and
maritime interests unsurpassed, except by one nation on
the globe, and at the same time reflects that all this is
based upon and represented in the business operations of
the country by a limited amount of precious metals, can
avoid feeling that this is the most important question to
which an American Congress can at this time address
Jtselfl -

Before I praceed, Mr. Chairman, to sig#¢ the fow sim-
ple propositions which will control my*Aedion and the
votes that I ehall be called upon to give on this sahjedt I
desire to invite members to reflect on the absolute neces-
sity of a harmonious action on this bill, and on the pro-
duetion of some final result which will reduce the reve-
nue. You all know that all demands of the Government
are required to be paid in specie or its equivalent. Your
independent treasury system calls on all the officers of
the Government to reccive mothing in payment except
that which is equivalent to or is in fact the precious me-
tale. All your duties on imports, therefore, are to be
paid in this manner ; and when the money is once placed
by virtue of that act in your Treasury it is locked up
without the possibility of escape, except by virtue of an
sct of Con , either existing or to be enacted. The
consequence is that if you exact from your constituents

& larger amount than you disburse you effectually with-
draw from the business operations of the tountry the

difference between that amount and the amount collected.
Under the present revenue system you have gone on
largely exacting from the people, compelling them to pay

a heavy and burdenszome tax, and at the same time dis-

bursing much less than the sum received. In 1850 this
difference in favor of the Treasury was some $6,000,000 ;
and the amount has continued {o inerease from that pe-
riod to the present year, until it now exceeds $22,000,000,
exacted from the hard earnings of the people by way of
taxes upon imports over and sbove what is required and
what is aetually disbursed by the Government. At the
present day, in the city which I have the honor in part to
represent, there is locked in your subireasury over
$14,500,000 of the precions metals, more than we have
in all the vaults of ail the banks of our city put together,
and on which is based all the ¢irculation and business of
that great meiropolis of the country. You have now in
your various sabtreasuries scattered throughout the
country over 524,000,000 tied up, and in effect practi-
cally dead to all the business operations of the country.
These financial relations between the Government and

riously at this moment: but when you reflect that we
have one thousand three hundred and ninety-eight char-
tered banks scattered throughout the United States, with
a circulation of £165,000,000 and a capital of $544.000,-
004 ; and add to this a capital of $118,000,000 represent-
ed by individual bankers, making a total bank capital of
$442,000,000, sustaining a deposit account of $250,000,-
000, and with a line of discounts from one to ninety days,
running up to $700,000,000; and when in conjunetion
with these facts you know that all this immense business
is carried on with only $70,000,000 of the precious met-
als as the basis, (260,000,000 of which is in the hands
of chartered banks and $10,000,000 in the hands of
individual bankers,) the necessity for immediate action
appears absolute. And the thought that the diversity of
sentiment and interest which exists among us may pre-
vent unity of action should make us all deeply anxious
as to the condition in which our country may be placed.
It iz estimaied that inless than eighteen months the
amount of precious metals withdrawn from the business
operations of the country will exceed $50,000,000. Now.
I submit to all eandid gentlemen whether, if these facts
be 50, we can sit here quietly and allow the time of this
session to run away without making some extraordinary,
some effectual effort to stay this unnecessary influx of
the precions metals from the hands of the people into the
coffers of the T) ?

I think, Mr. Chairman, the Committee of Ways and
Means are entitled to the hearty thanks of this House
and of the whole country for their unwearied labors and

ml‘h&nciom attempts to bring this sabject to the atien-

tion of Congress. Sir, if we leave these halls without
some succesafyl effort to bring about a reduction of our
constantly increasing revenue, no man can foretell the
disastrous ¢onsequences which must follow, We have
had finanecial convulsions, which have not only shaken
the great metropolis, but the whole country to its very
centre : and, if we do not wish those scenes re-enacted
with a tenfold foree, let us address ourselves like states-
men to en intelligent and thorough investigation of the
matter before us, with a hearty determination to come to
sgome favorable and harmonious result.

Mr, Chairman, I will now proceed to state the several
propositions which will guide me in the performance of
my duties upon this most difficult question. :

First. 1lay down this proposition as fundamental, and
ever to be borne in mind in the performance of this as
well as all our legislative duties, to wit: that the great
interests of the United States are united and insepara-
ble: that agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and na-
vigation will flourish together or languish together; and
that all legislation is dangerous which proposes to bene-
fit one of these without looking te the consequences
which may befall the others,

To this proposition we all agree. But when we at-
tempt to apply it to individual cases serious difficulties
arise. We do not seem to reflect that this country is of
the most diversified character, not only in extent, but in
population, and in almost every interest that can be con-
ceived. These various interests have their representa-
tives upon this floor ; and each seeks, without regard to
the ether, the protection of the particular interest he di-
rectly represents. For example: the State of New York
furnishes six or seven millions of bushels of salt per an-
num. The duty upon salt is twenty per cent. Ought
that interest to induce the representatives of that State
to entirely disregard, in reference to the same subject-
matter, the interests of twenty-seven millions of people?
Should this vast population be heavily taxed upon all the
sall used by them for the benefit of a few thousand capi-
talists engaged in that manufacture? Every body will at
onee see that such & course would be unfair and utterly
unjust.

Again, lock at the sugar interest of Louisiana. There
are thirieen or fourteen hundred planters en inthe
production and manufacture of sugar in that State. This
being an article of universal consumption, should the
whole people of the United States be heavily taxed u
all the sugar they consume for the benefit of those thir-
teen or fourteen hundred sugar planters? Will the rep-
resentatives of that or any other State upon this floor be
Justified, as intelligent and just statesmen, in disregard
ing the interests of millions for the benefit of a few hun-

dreds? Qﬁ&_‘- we not tolosk to the jnterestsand wanis.of
the people of the United States rather than confine our .“.d;mr;w

attention and benefits lo a particular district or class of
individusls! When members take their seats upon this
floor, thiey do not do so as the representatives of any par-
ticular sectien or interest; their constituents, in the full
sense of the term, are not confined to any particular dis-
trict, bwt eve limited only by the confines of the Repub-
Lie. We arethe servants of the whole people, and our
compensstion ;s derived, not from our immediate con-
stituents, but from the people’s Treasury; and the whole
people and all their imeruss are entitled to be justly and
fairly considered in all our legislative enactments.

Mr. Chairman, having urged that the unity of all our
great inierests may ever be kept in view, I now proceed
to the consideration of the second proposition, to wit:
That all extreme legislation in the reduction of duties
upon importe which eome in
domestic growth or manufacture should be avoided.

It would seem that we should all at once subscribe to
ibe jstice and fairness of this proposition. From the
Toundation of the overnment duties upon have
‘been levied, directly or indireetly, for the protection and

senconragement of -domestic indusiry, Interests at one
dime small and insignifi
ware of the Government, become of fraht mational im-
portance. For exarople: the iron interest of the nation
has become so dev as to afford a production equal
to three-fourths of theentire consumptisn of the country.
This interest has been shiefly developed under the
of 1842 and 1846—the Jatter providing s duty of thirty
per cent. ad valorem. :

Now, I submitithat to make irom free of duty, or to
make any large reduetion, would be both an unwise and
am unjust act. Millions upon millions of dollars are in-
veated in the production snd manufacture of this

and to cease incidentally to pretect it at this time
be to consign it to destruction. The same may be said
af other great interests which have, by the fostering eare
of thg Giovernment, grown into national importance.
gubmit that wise and prudent legislation requires that all
extreme or vidlent reduction of duties upom in
competition with articles of our own growth or manufac-
gurg shonld be aveided.

ition with articles of

ificant have, undef the fostering

Mr. Chairmsn, T now proceed to staie
sition, to wit: Thatsound policy réquires
produce what the our of A
most cheaply, and receive from other eountries what we
cannot raise except at too great an ex

The persisteat violation of this principle has cost most
nations millions of treasure. Great Britain, in her at-
tempt to produce cotton both at home and in her India

ions, has expended millions of money. She has
H;:eguded this principle in her attempt to produce her
own hemp, which she has now wisely abandoned.
France has shewn her disr of this principle in her
endeavors to raise sugar and cotton upon her foil and in
a climate unsuited to both ; and we have shown the same
folly in attempling to produce raw silks and other arti-
cles—— a

[At this point the hammer fell, the hour for the closing
the debate upon the bill having arrived ; but Mr. Waks-
MAx was permitied to state his other propositions, which
are as follow:

Fourth. That where it has been demonstrated by a
long experience of many years that a given article, un-
der the proteetion of high duties, cannot be produced
except at heavy expense and in limited quantities, alto-
gether inadequate to d tic consumption, sound policy
requires that the duty upon that article should be gradu-
ally withdrawn, especially if it is an article of prime
necessity.

Fisth. That, inasmuch as the support of the Govern-
ment is derived from duties upon imports, it is sound
policy, in the imposition of those duties, to diseriminate
in favor of our own manufactures and against the pauper
labar of Europe.

Sizth. That Great Britain, having made free the raw
material used in her manufactures, sound poliey requires
that we should admit the same raw materials used in our
manafactures, free of duty, when it can be done consist-
ent with vested interests. ]
A T I

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.

At the Scoteh Crimean banquet at Edinburgh Bir
Jonx MeNEmL, who was one of the Government commis-
sionera sent to the seat of war during the winter to in-
spect the condition of the army, thus spoke of the ser-
vices of Miss Nightingale :

to tell you
ingale. LPrnlonged applause.] Except the aid receiv-
ed from the Times fund, she provided, at her own ex-
pense, linen for the numerous patients, which could not
have cost less than £2,000 or £3,000. [Applause.] She
found the hospitals unprovided with any establishment
for washing the linen, and with the aid of the ladies and
the nurses made arrangements for that purpose, some of
the ladies taking an active share in that menial labor.
She found the hospitals without any trained cooks, and
she established a private kitchen, in which food fitted
for those who were most reduced was prepared, and I
have no doubt contributed to save the life of many a
brave man. [Cheers.]
i Foreseeing that the accommodation wounld be insuffi-
cient, she urged the repair of a large wing of the Bar-
rack hospital, which was so dilapidated as to be unin-
habitable, and the repairs were commenced; but the
workmen soon struck because they were unpaid, and
the officer who had charge of the work could not procure
the requisite funds. She advanced them from her own
means, and, curiously enough, the very day on which
those repairs were completed a number of sick and
wounded sufficient to fill that wing, and for whom there
was no other accommodation, arrived from the Crimea
and were placed there. [Cheers.] But the wards were
as empty as barns, and the hospital authorities declined
to provide the requisite farniture. She purchased it
at her own cost and furnished the wards, but the amount
has since been repaid. I mention these things, and I
might tell you of many more, because many of you may
not know or may not remember them, and very few, I
am gure, have ever heard or will ever hear of them from
her.
 But it is needless to dwell further npon services of
the sick and wounded which are known to the Whole
world ; which have redounded to the honor of the ma-
tion ; which have made her name dear to the army and
the country, and which seeure to her a place in the his-
tory of our times as the worthy leader of one of the most
remarkahble movements which this war, in many respects
memorable, has produced. I cannot, however, refrain
from stating one or two facts creaitable to the soldiers
of the British army which ought to be known. Miss
Nightingale had of course occasion to be in the hogpital
wards at all hours, and she informed me that she never
heard even an oath from a soldier. [.-\pplauee.l And,
lest you should imagine this propriety of behavior pro-
ceeded from deference and respect to her persomally, T
will read a very short extract from a letter written by a
lady who was in another hos Bhe says: ‘In bear-
ing testimony;sd 1 do most , o the extreme de-
licacy and respect with which I was in every instance
treated by our soldiers, I am but echoing the sentiments
of every lady who has been in the Eastern hospitals.’
“In answer to my inquiry whether she had observed
on the part of the soldiers much reluctance to leave the
hospital and return to their duty in the Crimea, Miss
Nightingale replied that she did not remember having
been asked to write one letter for any scldier with a view
to prolong his stay in hospital, but she believed she had
written five or six hundred for men who wished to in-
form their officers that they considered themselves fit
for duty. Such is the character which the soldiers of
the army of the East have established for themselves in
action, in camp during the worst times, and in hospifal.
I am confident that they will not throw away at home
the high reputation they acquired om foreign service.
Applause.] Every one knows the public services of
orence Nightingale, but those only who have had the
henor of meeting her can know the refinement and truly
feminine delicacy of her mind and manmners, or the un-
consciousness of having done any thing great or remark-
able that pervades her whole deportment and conver-
sation.

¢ Far from dwelling upon the past or taking any pride
in the applause which has followed her unsought, the
whole energies of her pewerful, highly-cultivated, and
essentially practical intellect are already directed toward
further and more permanent plans of usefulness. Truly
pious and thoroughly Protestant in her sentiments, her
attachment to the Church of England isfree from any tine-
ture of sectarian bitterness. [Cheers.] She has not =0
read her Bible as to believe that it inculestes ill-will to-
ward any class of God's creatures. Ready to extend her
assistance to the sick and wounded of all persuasions
without distinetion, she has freely availed herself of the
assistance of all.

“ Holding fast her own principles with a firm compo-
sure of a strong mind and a settled conviction, she avoids
alike the extremes of High Church and Low Church, and
hears without resentment the extravagant and contra-
dictory absurdities that are circulated in regard to her
opinions. She appears to be too intent upon doing the

ood whieh it may be permitted her to do in the walk she
iaa chosen to care for either the evil or the that is
spoken of her—otherwise than asit may affect her useful-
ness. It is not from ws, and it is not here, that she seeks
praise or reward. But I should be acting little in accord-
ance with her practice if, in speaking of the services
rendered to our sick and wounded, I omitted to direct
your attention to the obligations which she and all ef us
owe to the ladies who shared her pious labors; and I
may be permitted, without disparagement to others, to
i u that some of the most prominent were our
OWD 0! omen.

+ Miss Shaw Stewart had charge of the nurses in the
general hospital st Balaklava ; Mrs. Mackenzi,e and after

er Miss Erskine, in the naval hospital at Therapia—the
first & member of a leading family among our untitled
aristocracy ; the second daughter of one of the foremost
men of our generation, the late Dr. Chalmers, [loud
cheers;] the third danghter of the accomplished histo-
rian of the Mahomedan conquest of India, and grand-
daughter of the late Sir James Mackintosh. And there
were other Scottish ladies in less prominent positions.
Our country, therefore, was torthilierepmented in the
hospitals of the East. [Cheers.] t us hope that the
moral and material improvements, the higher standard
of feeling and of comfért which the wise benevolence
and otism of Miss Nighﬁ;gnla and the ladies who
aided her efforts have introduced ‘into our military hospi-
tals will not be ?ermitwl to pass away with the oc-
easion that gave rise to them.

« While we can obtain advice and assistance from the
calm practical intellect of Florence Nightingale, thor-
oughly trained and instruoted from her childhood in the
duties to which, sctuated by a spontaneous impulse, she
haa devoted her life, and now matured by experience
such as perhaps no other person has scquired, let us

hope that the mation may be enabled to resp the full
benefit of her enlightened j t and great capacity
in that t in which she has in this country and
in our time no equal.”

On Fridsy Miss Florence Nightingale, accompanied
byhﬁ?mmpﬁdnviﬂttnﬁﬂlviuh. and was re-
ceived by Sir F. Williams, commandant of the garrison,
whnmﬂdﬁ&mmﬂddmmmcmyﬂ
Artillery Hospital, which they minutely inspected. Miss
Nightingale recognised several of the Royal Artillery
who had beew under her care as palieats in hospitals at

I| the East, and sonversed with them. The visit was un-

expected, and but few were aware that the lady who ae-
cozpanied the Secretary-at-War was Florence Nightin-
" gale.—London paper.

-

REPORT ON COMMERCIAL RELATIONS.

Messre. Eprrors: Although the artielein your journal
of Saturday bears such evident marks of personal spite |
a8 entirely to defeat its object in throwing discredit on
the report on the commercial relations recently inm,tl
from the Department of State, still it should not be per- |
mitted to pass altogether unmoticed by those who have

§ VIIL. of Malte Brun, who also states on the following page |

that “ sufficient attention has not been paid to the rear-
}ing of sheep in France.” As respeots the division snd
subdivision of estates, the fact is so old, so universally
known, especially to every school-boy who has read the
W es of Daniel Webster, that, notwithstanding the
[“thousands of acres’ which your correspondent says
s<gertainly exist” somewhers, the accuraey of the state-

the repeated favorable motices in your columns,
seemed to be yourselves. Indeed, it is guite clear
your correspondent is not as complimentary as he mig
be to the Intelligencer, in which paper he found the vi

tive,” nor to the many journals by which your article
has been approvingly copied. 1

ing commercial facts almost numberless and more than &
thousand tabular statements, derived from more than a
hundred authorities, in five or six different languages,
respecting the commerce of the whole world, shonld be
free from errors, is simply absurd. But when, in nddi_s._-j
tion to all this, it is considered that thiz heavy quario,

all this was prepared for the press inlittle more than one
year, and chiefly by two genilemen—the superintendent,
of the report and his assistant—we ghould rather ‘be
amazed at their unexampled industry than disposed un-
generously and unfairly to eriticise the result. Indeed,
the statement of the superintendent of the work in sub-
mitting it to the public should certainly, disarm all hy-
percriticism :

“In a work so comprehensive and so complicated,” he

have been committed to an and Mm%
reau of commercial statistics, [the statistical offici

the State ment was not created until long after

this report had been transmitted to Congress,] promptly

supplied by consular agents with all requisite materials

ed; the execution of the work being, at the same time,
attended with less labor and expense.”

And again he says:

“To one familiar with commercial stafistics it is un-
necessary to suggest that in a work so comprehensive as
the present, involving facts and figures aslmost without
rumber, derived from authorities numerous and ofien
conflicting, in various languages, errors, notwithstand-
ing the most unsleeping vigilance and the most toiisome
serutiny, are unavoidable.”

Such are the unassuming terms with which the gentle-
man under whose supervision this volume was prepared
submits it to the public. The language of the able Su-
perintendent of the last Census, who has been subjected
to similar abuse, in sending out his work to the world,
so clearly expresses the diffieulties inseparable from the
preparation of statistical works that I shall be pardoned
for laying it before you:

“1 have labored assiduonsly night and day, denying
neither labor nor pains, with the single purpose of work-
ing out in the shortest time, at the least expense, and in

the most reliable and satisfactory manner, from multitu-
dinous and often confused materials, a document of which

enough to suppose that errors have been avoided, for
that would be to infer a more than human agency at
work in the arrangement of ten or fifteen millions of fi-
gures, collected and combined into tables, by the labors
of 80 many different persons, during several years, the
thousandth part of which it was not possible for me per-
sonally to examine. I cansay, however, that every agen-
cy has been set at work to guard against or detect these
ervors; and that he who will assert, whatever his expe-
rience, that, under the same circumstances, he could
have done materially better, has only to undertake the
charge of an office of the kiud for a couple of weeks, with
computer and copyist ever at his elbow, suggesting diffi-
culties or doubts, and printer clamorous for copy and for
proof, o make early and generous recantations of the
error.’

From the criticism of your correspondent ons would

at length in the report ; that they entered vitally into ite

w >

are only mma collaterally, and in a few brief gene-
ral sentences, occupying less than a page. The surprise
expressed by him, however, that the subjeet of the inter-
nal condition of France should be at all referred to in
considering her commaercial relations with the United
States might, one would suppose, have been quieted by |
a glance at the remarks by which that subject is intro-
duced into the report, which are as follows:

pend upon a variety of facts. * * * The facts bear-
ing upon the subject in the United States are to be found

Those respecting the French Empire may be briefly sum-
med up in a suggestive rather than an elaborate form,
France proper, to which alone reference’is now had, lies
between,” &c.

The first criticism of your correspondent is upon the
general statement in the report that *“ one-half of France
is cultivable,” [arable:] and, despite all his sophistry, it
must be conceded that the assertion is about as nearly
exact as ean be arrived at,

Maecgregor, in his * Recapitulation of the Official
Returns of the Physical and Agricultural Surface of
France,” gives the area of France, in hec-
52,760,200

Under divers cultivation..............
—— 26,511,075

951,934

Deducting arable lands, we have, hectares.... 26,249,221
which is as nearly the half of 52,760,296 as could well
be expected in & general statement introduced ““in a
suggestive rather than an elaborate form."

Your eritic next pounces upon the assertion that the
adult population of France from 1841 to 1851 increased
“ nearly 2,000,000, and that a like increase would make
it in 1855 * fully 87,000,000." This assertion I find,
upon a careful estimate based upon official figures, so
correct, considering that * nearly 2,000,000’ means less
than that number,” and “ fully 37,000,000” might well
indicate o soul or iwo more, that your correspondent’s
remarks seem o me unworthy of further notice.

The same is true of his remark upon the expression,
‘“ working classes or paupers, 6,685,000"—an expres-
sion undoubtedly copied from the authority relied on
for the fact, and which every person not quite an idiot
would comprehend as meaning the working classes and
indigent persons. French official returns now before
me, in a minute classification, duigiled for a specific
purpose, not for a * general sta ement,” thus distribute
these two classes : k

Operatives, or mere hboreré...................6,400,000
Number of indigent persons.........c.us......1,928,000

Your correspondent must surely have been *hard push-
ed” indeed to clutch at a trifle like this.

The point of your correspondent’s remarks on the
subject of educationin France cannot be extracted from
his chaos of stilied sentences and learned quotations, and
need not, therefore, be noticed further.

“The curious statement” in the report respecting cattle
in France is strictly correct; and no less so is the fact,
also stated, that in **a few departments may be found es-
tates of two hundred acres;” while * the greater portion of
the farms are now less than twenty acres.” In regard to
the former statement Macgregor (parts 1, 2, 3, 4, p. 154)
states, on the authority of French official reports publish-
ed in 1841, that with a population of 81,815,000 France
possessed 9,130,000 head of cattle, consisting of bulls,
oxen, cows, and calves, which the text comprises under
the general and comprehensive designation of ‘ fourteen
or fifteen different species of beeves.” This eriticism is
simply ridiculous when it is considered that the 10,000,-
000 *¢ des bestiauz” and the 2,000,000 ¢ des beufs” which
your meﬂﬂw sim from that excellent .ﬂﬂl@ﬂﬂ,
‘‘the Chief of the Buresu of French Btatistics,” whe®
added together, demonstrate the perfect accuracy of the
statement in the text that ¢ the total number of all kinds
is 12,000,000.”" Thst the precise number of the different
species is equally accurate (however * curious” it may
appear to certain optics) may be seen on page 197, vol.

examined and commended the work, among whom, from

statemesits criticised; selected, too, out of all others in |
the volume, and published as ‘*valuable” and *‘instrue- |

now before me, constitutes, as stated in ghe introductory |
letter, only one-fourth part of the entire work, and that {

says, ‘““some errors have doubtless oceurred ; but could it |\

considerablespuge ; wherens tRey | e Lo ml only imagine that one cipd

in its history and its census, and sre familiar to alL._:'

t in the text cannot be impugned. **In some depart-
' says McCulloch, “the process of division and sub-
has not been carried so farasin others; but,
y, if o property exceed 100 or 200 acres, and in
y instances if it exceed 80, it is divided and a portion
" *m L. ; ;
Alluding to the law by which the subdivisions of land-
‘ed estates is effected in France, Mr. Webster, a5 far back
‘85 1820, remarked that ‘*if the Government do mot

To expect that a quarto volume of 850 pages, embrac- Mﬁs law, the law in half a century will change

‘the Government;” and he assigns as a reason for this
opinion that “whai is lostin individual wealth will be
‘more than gained in nunibers, in intelligence, and in o
sympathy of sentiment.” In a note on this passage
Hon. Bdward Everett observes that *in 1844 it was
Mm; there were in France at least five millions
and g half of families, or about twenty-seven millions of
‘souls, who were proprietary families; and that of these

shbout four millions of families had each less than nine

m@iﬁ'uw to the family on the average.”
It ig'naither for the instruction nor the smusement of

. your correspondent that I enter into these details. Were

such my ohject, his blundering perversion of facts and

sl misconception of the simplest truths would seem to
the hopelessness of success. - The report briefly
to the law of France respecting reai estate, and
rerely desire to prove that such is the law as it now

EE

As respects the revenué of France, it is notorious that
it has greatly sugmenied within a fow years, and hence
the figures which might faithfully represent it in 1851,

“ Though I am unable to tell you who was responsible | from abroad, or were a similar report now demanded from | or give an aggregate average for s series of years before
for leaving the sick in that wretched condition, I am able | the persons who have been employed on the one herewith | or after ihat period, would by no means do so in 1857,
who rescued them from.it—Florence Night- | presented, fewer errors would unquestionably be detect- | ¢

this fact your correspondent most unfairly avails
himself, not only as regards the revenues, but in respect
of the products of domestic indusiry; and yet no at-
tempt at exact statements, even for past years, isre-
quired in the report. The statement is general only, and
for purposes of incidental comparison, year with year,
on an average, -

The error of yourcorrespondentasregards the finances
of France is this: He insists that this voluminous report
ghall, like & néwspaper, give the financial intelligence of
yesterday. Now, it ismore than a yearsince this great
work was transmitied to Congress; and more then a
year before ihat event probably was this, the earliest
portion of the four quarto volumes. prepared. What
folly, then, io demand figures stricily applicable fo the
statistics of any country, and especially of a country
like France in 1857, from a work prepared in 1854! Con-
gider the statistics of our own coumtry; consider, for
example, the imports and exporis of the United States.
In 18562 the imporis exceeded ihe exports (bullion exelu-
sive) by upwards of £40,000,000, while in 1856 the
exports exceeded the imports by about §15,000,000,

four years, althongh the imports in 1856 exceeded the
imports in 1853 by more than $100,000,000! T have
not official authorities at hand .to verify the assertion,
but there can be no doubt that, what with the late war
and the present enormous expenditures of the Empire,
which are thought to menace even bankruptey itself, the
floating debt of France has vastly augmented of late, as
well &s the amount of the annual revenue extorted from
the French people by extraordinary taxes. As for the
debt, however, when *“X.” will inform your readers by
how much the floating debt of France in 1851 exceeded
«§100,000,000" it may be worth while to notice his
pointless criticism. As for the consolidated debt, every
one knows that it would be onl y necessary to add a ci-

lopping off “ six ciphers,” as he proposes, add but one,
ip-ﬂo have been
sccidentaly dropped by the printer, his perturbed spirit
may, peralventure, on this subject find repose.
On the vhole, then, every one will agree, I think, that
the superirtendent of the report and his assistant may
be well conent to err with such men as Macgregor, Me-
Culloch, M4lte Brun, Daniel Webster, and Edward Ever-
ett, than to be right even with so illustrious a personage
‘48 your correspondent ; while the favorable opinion of

“ The prospects of future commerce with France de- ‘such men 4 Hunt, De Bow, Phelps, Wetmore, and a

large number of other most distinguished merchants and
ournalists, may very amply compensate them for the
rnfavorable view of an anonymous newspaper scribbler,
¥ho declares that the report has not * one redeeming
trait in style or arrangement,” though he makes the lu-
dicrous acknowledgment that he opened the volume at
page 132, “the only portion of the book I have ex-
amined.” :
Now, Freeman Hunt examined the entire volume, and
avidently with mueh care, and what says he!?
**Tt is the best arranged document that has ever ema-
ated from the Departments; indeed, it is superior in
%oint of avrangement to Macgregor’s celebrated work.”
| Whose opinion is the most valuable? The motive for
an assault 8o unjust, so invidious, is not easy to divine.
It may not prove amise, however, at & venture, to inti-
mate that, of all the ministerial officers in the Executive
Dipartments of the Government, there is probably none
mére laborious, more less a sinecure, and nome, there-
fore, lesz desirable to an office-hunter than that of Su-
pa'rintendent of Statistics of the Department of State.
Af the same time would it not be *‘suricus,” very cu-
rious, should a writer who manifests such zeal—such
veaom, indeed—in behalf of American fame, himself
prove after all—not an American ! *

“ Puxcr’s” genial reflections on the restoration
of the ship Resolute we must not omit, although
they have become a little passé since they first
réuched us:

“ Tur ResonuTe.’—Well, we have been invaded by
Jonathan, and all of us Englishers taken prisoners.
‘Capt. Hartstene and his jovial, gallant crew have carried
away the best part of the Britishers—their hearts. We
| have struck to the generosity of the stars and stripes,
‘and only pant with a feeling to avenge ourselves by the
best and greatest act of gratitude that destiny may yet
have in store for us, The Resolute, a waif and stray
amidst mountainous icebergs, rubbed and barked, and a
little, and not a little nipped, was picked up by Ameri-
oan hands, carried into an American port, and forthwith
‘docked in an American doek, tobe returned by son Jona-
than to daddy John, as spick and span as when she first
turned her bows from her English home for Arctic seas.
There was fine music going on whilst the Resolute lay in
that American dock. Every blow of the shipwright's
hammer struck & note of lasting peace between the two
countries.

Capt. Hanrstexse, in his manly, sailor-like speech,
with the smack of a true salt in”it, hoped that the old
timbers of the Resolute would float for many a day.
Sure are we that they will float with a still enduring

timber grown on the soil of America that may be here
and there found in her English carcase. Sweet and es-
pecially fragrant the piteh that newly caulked her—pitch
| tapped from American pines.

©Capt. Hartstene has departed, and is now on the At-
fantic. Our regret is that he could not have been brought
face to face with all England; that every Englishman
could have had a grip of his sailor-hand. This was not
40 be, but—we give the hint to the Lords of the Admi-
‘ralty—why net, as a further perpetuation of the memory
of the gallant fellow’s mission, why not christen the
next English ship launched the Hartstene? Lengthen

are not particular. In this suggestion Punch has done
hig duty; let the Lords of the Admiralty imitate Punch.
[London Punch.

———

strength, none the worse, but all the better for the bit of

the name of the Resoluts into the Resolute Jonathan—we | Prin

A DAY WITH WASHINGTON IRVING,
' g Wasmivorox, Feanvary 6, 1857,
o the Editors of the Naiional Intelligencer.

Mr. Invixg's fame oould reasonably find fault with ; and,
ag it cannot but gratify-a large number of your readers,
I do not see any impropriety in making it public.

Wasmiseron, Freruary 20, 1853,

My Dzan Brr: Washington Irving has been, as Fgu

of him. Hecame herefor the purpose of examining the
Washington Papers in the Department of Btate, and he
is the guest of his friend, Mr. Joux P. Kexxeoy. My
official position in the Depariment has made it my
duty to treat him with attention there. I have met
him also in company, I have had a lomg talk with

and companion in s vigit to Arlington. That my head
should thersfore be full of ideas gathered from his de-
lightful conversation is quite natural, and the fact that
he once wrote to a friend a personal lstter about Sir
Walter Beott would seem to sametion my recording for
your gratifioation, and acecording to my promise, a few
paragraphs bearing upon his own private habits and
opinions, The title of his essay was ** Abbotsford,” and
the subject of mine shall be A Day with Washington
Irving,” for I propose to confine myself in this letter to
what I obtained while on our visit to Arlington.

Hardly had our carriage ceased rattling over the stony
stresis and reached the Long Bridge across the Potomac
before his conversation became so interesting that I in-
voluntarily seized my note book. At this profsssional
movement he smiled, and, 28 he did not demur, I pro-
ceeded to question him in regard .to his caregr
and other kindred matters, the substance of his replics
being as follows:

William Jerdan, of the London Literary Gazette, was
one of his earliest and best friends. He was the first to
republizh some of the stray papers of the Sketch Baook,
snd if you will pardon my egotism I will here fix the
faet, that the first and several of the most friendly re-
views ever published in England of my own poor pro-
ductions were written by the same distingnished eritic.
At the time alluded to Mr, Irving was afloat in the world,
and depended upon his pen for a living. After several
of the essays had appeared in the Gazetie, the editor re-
commended that the whole collection should be printed
in & book, and this, after some delay, was sccomplished.
The book was offered to John Murray, but was declined.
Walter Boott recommended it to Archibald Constable, of
Edinburgh, 'and he was ready to take it, but in the mean
time Mr. Irving had it published updn his own venture.
That effort proved s failure, but the work was rubse-
quently suceessful with the imprint upon it of John
Murray.

On questioning Mr. Irving in regard to Knickerbocker's
History of New York, he told me that it had cost him
more hard work than any other of his productions, though
he considered it decidedly the most original. He was

the country might not be ashamed. I am not hardy | making a difference of upwards of $55,000,000 in only often greatly perplexed to fix the boundary between the

purely historical and the imaginative. The faeis of his-
tory had given him great trouble.

As to his “ Life of Washington,” which has been so
long expeeted by the publi¢, and which was announced
contrary to his wishes, and had given him great annoy-
ance, he said he hardly believed he would ever send it to
press. Heloved the subject, and thought first of writing
such a work twenty years ago. But so many able men
had writien upon it he did not believe he could say any
thing new. Many people had said he ought to write it,
but why should he? Ten years ago he had the work
all written, in chapters, to the inauguration of Washing-
ton as President, and he could finish it now in a few
days. DBut he did not like it; it did nof suit him, and he
really expected to put it in the fire soma of these days.

suppose that the subjects of agriculture, population, pau- | pher t0/5100,000,000 to arrive at pretty nearly the truth. | He ought to have commenced it forty yesrs ago. All
perism, education, and finance in France were discussed | If, therefore, your astute correspondent will, instead of | that he could hope to do that would be n

wes to weave
into his marrative what ineidents he could obtain of &
private and personsl character. He fupposed some
people thought it very foolish for him fo be writing any
book at his time of life, now that he was seveniy years
old, but the subjeot was intensely interesting to him, and
he wished to write it for his own gratification. He might
not live to complete it, but he would try what he could
do. He must be doing something ; he could not be idle,*
With regard to the Washington Papers in the Depart-
ment of State, he said he had found very little in them
worth printing which had not already been published.
Mr. Irving's main object in visiting Arlington was to
gather items of personal informatién about Washington.
Mount Vernon he was already familiar with, and, count-
ing much upon an interview with Mr. Custis, he was not
disappointed. The name and character of Washington
he seems to love and admire with intensity; he looks
upon him as a special gift from God to this country, and
I have not heard our great author speak of our great
Goneral without emotion. He says that every American
should be proud of the memory of Washington, and should
make his example and his wonderful character a con-
tinual study.
Our mutual friend of Arlington House, with his wife,
received Mr. Irving with every manifestation of regard,
and after the true, open-handed, and open-hearied Vir-
ginia fashion. The pictures, the books, and the furni-
ture relies from Mount Vernon were all exhibited, and
it seemed to me that Mr. Custis was particularly happy
in expressing his ‘ recollections of the chief,” which
you all remember is a pet phrase with our friend. But
Mr. Irving had himself seen General Washington. He
said there was some celebration going on in New York,
and the General was there to participate in the cere-
mony. ‘‘My nurse,” continued Mr. Irving, *a good
old Scotehwoman, was very anxious for me to see him,
snd held me up in her arms as he rode past. “This, how-
ever, did not satisfy her; so the next day, when walking
with me in Broadway, she espied him in a shop; she
seized my hand, and darting in exclaimed in her bland
Seotch: *Please, your excellency, here’s a bairn that's
called after ye!'" Gen. Washington then turned his be-
nevolent face full upon me, smiled, laid his hand upon
my head, and gave me his blessing, which,” added Mr.
Trving earnestly, ‘ I have reason to believe has attended
me through life. I was but five years old, yet I can feel
that hand upon my head even now " )
OF all the pleasant reminiscences which Mr. Irving
brought from Arlington House, the most agreeable was
that he had noticed a striking resemblance between Mrs.
Custis and his own mothe;.h 'I]'ll:ad tl;t::r had been u:;ad
for nearly forty years, and he a very ex ve
t:a\'aﬁer,y but freyha.d ‘never seen a face towards which
his heart seemed to yearn so strongly. I noticed the
fact that he could hardly keep his eyes off of her, and he
thought proper to apologize for his apparent rudeness
by alluding to the emotions which her presence excited
in his breast. He subsequently accounted to me for the
resemblance by analyzing the peculiar expression of
the eyes, ‘caused by unusually long eyelashes, all of
which seemed to be confirmed, in my opinion, by the
dreamy expression of his own eyes. From the tone of
his conversation it was apparent that his admiration for
a true woman was unbounded. He said thai he mever
tired of looking at them. It had always been his cusiom,
when travelling over the world, to take particular notice
of the women whom he met, (especially if they were
beautiful,) and amuse hum by composing stories,
purely imaginary of course, in which they conspicuously
ed.

When questioned as to his manner of writing, Mr.
Irving ga%e me the following particulars: He usually
wrote with great rapidity. Some of the most popular
passages in his books were written with the utmost ease,
and the more uninteresting ones were those which had
cost him the most trouble. At one time he had to labor
very bard to bring up one part of an essay to the level
of another. He never allowed a thing to go to press,
however, without writing it or overlooking it & second
time; he was always careful about that. Several of the
papers in the Sketch Book were written before break-
fast, one he remembered especially—t‘the Wife.” At
one time, when in England, Thomas Moore called upon
him when deeply engaged in writing & story, and, as the
poetu‘tpqenﬂnrpqmof-ﬂr. & MANUEC
thrown aside, he stepped quietly into the room and
not speak & word until the task was ended, when he said
it would have been = pity to disturb a man under such
circumstanees. The first things he ever printed
were school compositions, which he was in the habit of
sending to the ** Museum,” s little quarto jour-
B s 1 e, e
or fourteen years papers e
i urwan,rqiaeud, but those assaults upon his pride
did not make him unhappy. At no period of his life had

& The first yolume of the Life of Wathington wae published
{0 the summer of 1856,

L., will tell its own interesting story. Though of a pri-
vate character, it touches upon nothing that a man of

are aware, the lion of the Metropolis for more than g |
week, and it has been my rare good fortune to see much |

him in my quiet little library, and I have been his guide | i

‘about 8,000, The settlement had bhee

ﬂ:ﬁnsmtd' him,

looking at & picturesque f children by the
road side, he was reminded oggght He 'hzﬂlo
painter well. Returning from

of his being in Spain, and went

spend a couple of months or more. He spoke of the ar-
kiatasm}honui:, bluni man, & capital painter, but, in &

walked a great deal together, went intoall sorts of places,
and the painter was constantly taking :keteh«.p “On
€ne occasion,” said Mr. Irving, * when my sttention had
been attracted by a gaudily dressed of soldiers and
women, I turned to him and said, ‘ There, Wilkie, there’s
something very fine!’ "He looked attentively for a mo-
ment, and, shaking his head, hastily replied, ‘too cos-
tumey, too costumey.” The fact was he delighted more
in the rich brown of old rags then he did in the bright
colors of new lace and new cloth,”
Speakm'g to Mr. of a headache with which I
was suffering, he remarked that wae s thing which he had
never experienced. Indeed, he thought that no man had
ever lived so long a life as be had with fewer nches snd
pains. He mentioned the singular fact that for & period
::izzem tiealrs, ftrom 1822 mit; 1842, heA had not been con-
us of the least bodily suffering. dinner was
a thing he had always enjoyed, but be liked it plain and
well-cooked. In early life he was very fond of walking,

but, owing te a cutsneous affection which came upon him
when in in, his ankles were wenkened, apd
he had that time taken the mest of his exercize on
horseback. !

b This last remark was made in reply to the
surprise which Mr. Custis expressed st seeing him ski
up a flight of staire three steps ai & fime, and for whi
ke apologised by saying that hefrequently forgot himself,
While allnding to his habits, he remarked thats quiet,
sedentary life agreed with him, and that he often sat at
his writing-table, when at work, from four to six hours
without ever rising from his chair. He slso avowed him-
self a great lover of sleep. When at home he slways took
& nap after dinner, but somehow of late years he could
not sleep wall at night; he frequently spent more than
half the night wakeful, and at such times he was in the
habit of reading & great deal. He said that he really en-
vied the man who counld sleep soundly. :
Thad a short talk with Mr. Irving shoutethe copy-right
treaty which was drawn up by Messrs, Webster and
Crampton, and is now in the hands of Mr. Everett. He
did not believe it would be ratified by the Senate, nnd
spoke in rather severe terms of the want of intelligence,
on purely literary matters, of that distingnished body,
and also of the conduct of certrin publishers who are
doing all they can to prevent the ratification of the
treaty.
An incident related by Mr. Irving, going to illustrate
the character of Andrew Jackson, was to this effect :
“ When Becretary of Legation at Bt. James in 1821 he was
left by Mr. McLane to represent the country in the capacity
of Charge d’Affaires for a period of three months, During that
time the coronstion of Willism the Fourth took place, and his
expenses wore unusually heavy. When he came home he
presented a claim for £100, which was & smaller sum than he
bad expended. The President said there was no law provid-
ing for such claims, but ordered that he should receive the
pay of & Charge for the time employed. And he did receive
it—a sum amounting to more than twice what had been pray-
ed for.”
But enough. Though not afraid to tire you with plea-
sant reminiscences of a man universally honored and be-
loved, yet my selfishness and modesty prompt me to re-
serve a portion of my notes of Mr. Irving's comversation
for my special gratification. A few of his statements
bearing upon the wuth of history I may give you on some
future occasion. Yours, very truly,

CHARLES LANMAN,
Perzr Force, Esq, Washington.

THE HUDSOX'S BAY GOVERNMENT.
The Hudson's Bay committee of Parliament had held
several meetings and exsmined several witnesses, among
the rest Sir George Simpson. He said he beld the post
of Govérnor of the Territory for the Hudson's Bay Com-
oy e P S T R I
no fix : . a
council.  His mxf::ﬁeneé'm Jver :ﬁm!e of the
company's territory. The nature of the sutlyy; y of th
couneil was merely as and to wote uuc;
questions as were brought before ther. Thi poupeq
could outvote the Governor, but it lad never g
The present population of the Red Rver territ ':5
establishé ovor
forty years. There was much differenk of olimaj b
tween Minnesota and the Red river settlégert, g
In reply to questions by different membets, Lig yi
proceeded to state that the Indian seitlementof g,
river was approved of and encouraged by the coi
In the company’s territery there were nineteen
ary stations of the Established Church, twelve of Ro
Catholics, four of Wesleyane, and one of Presbylerian
There was also & Roman Catholic mission on the 8L
Lawrence, another at Albany, and another at Fort Wil-
liam. The company paid the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Rupert’s Land a salary of three hundred pounds; they
algo give him £100 a year in aid of schools, besides
stipends to chaplains at different stations. With re-
gard to the executive power of the company's terri-
tory, it comprised one governor and & council of sixteen
chief factors. In the Red river settlement the recorder
was governor of the distriet ; he had executive power as
well as judicial. The rest of the terrifory was governed
by the witness himself. The tenure of land was by lease
for 909 years. The directors in London had no legisla-
tive power as regarded their territory, but they had
the supervision of acts. If a person wished to go out
and settle in the territory he could get land af 5 shillings
an acre, payable to the company, and would have to pay
ne other charge. The company’s servants going out from
England were engaged for only five years; but six out of
eight of them remain for twenty or thirty years, and many
of them become settlers and remain for life. The pay of
s laborer going out from England used to be £17, but it
was now £20 a year. From being common laborers
many of them become boatmen and fishermen, and get
from £30 to £40 a year. The sixteen chief factors were
partners in the trade of the company. The laws under
which the settlement of the Red river was governed were
printed ; the new laws were posted on the church doors;
they had no newspaper in the country. He believed the
settlers would be perfectly satisfied with the existing
state of things in the settlement but for agitators, who
had an eye to the trade. The agitators come from with-
out, not from within the settlement. The average time
between goods bought by the company in London and
delivered in some parts of the settlement was as long as
seven years; the minimum would be between three and
tween the goods being sent from England and the time
when the Eirurf.on LEI London receigeﬁ the money for
such - The Governor and Company here in Lon-
don appoint the Governor of the Territory, and he was
their servant. He, (witness) though Governor for thirty-
seven years, resided the greater part of that time in
North America. Duwring the period of his temure of
office there had been only nineteen cases of murder in
the settlement, and that, aceording to his knowledge,
was a fair representation of the crime of the settle-
ment.

WaaT we Drixg.—It appears from the report of Sec-
retary Guthrie, of the Treasury Department, that dur-
ing the year ending June 30, 1556, 8,848,870 gallons of
wine, spirits, and malt liquor have been imported into
this country. The total value of these drinkables is
$6,176,989—a snug liguor bill for Uncle S8am to foot up.
Brandy, we r to ssy, forms the largest item in the
bill; 1,715,717 ons have been consumed, at a cost of
nearly $3,000,000. The in spirits imported fall &
little below brandy in quantity, (1,582,182 gallons,) but
much below in value, (§$772,276.) Nearly s million of
¢ pther spirits”’ besides are consumed, at an expense of
$288,000, On the other hand, we ave glad to see that
claret and other wines flow in & wholesome stream, thus
indicating & growing inclination for continental beve-
Tages an m.ﬂ?enm tem ce. Over a million and
a half gallons of claret and nearly 700,000 gallons of
other red wines were imported, at an average cost of
about $850,000. We have drank also 1,100,000 gallons
of English and Scotch ale, which iz another encouraging
symptom as showing a growing appetite for malt liquors
in preference to pernicious spirits. The importations of
Maderia, Port, and Sicily wines have fallen of : the sup-

of sh , however, a8 increased from 4,685 gallons
EIIB-I.S t:ﬂoo,aoo one in 1856, The recent modifi-
cations in the tariff will undoubtedly increase Uncle

Sam’s consumption of imported drinks It is to be
ﬂsn:ted, ﬂthgfthn all duties on light wines, sle,
&c. had not been removed.—New Fork Mirror, ‘

Misxzarorts Axp Cxpar Rannroan.—Gen. Shields has
.been elected President of %: Hinnolptl":ma;d Ced:
Valley railrosd company. ¢ company orgara
zed sid stoek to the amount of $280,000 nbur{{ui

four years; that is, he meant the period elzpsing be. ———""



